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Question for Step 2 - can automated causal mapping successfully code causal information?:
Automated coding was able to identify causal claims made by respondents. The coding was noisy, with
35% dropping at least one quality point, but with no evidence of systematic errors. This level of precision
is adequate for sketching out “causal landscapes” but would not be for high-stakes evaluations without
additional manual correction. The accuracy can also be substantially improved by getting the Al to revise
its work, (see redacted). This procedure still involves the researchers making significant high-level
decisions in the formulation of the coding instructions as well as, before analysis, in clustering similar
factor labels into groups. We believe this coding approach using genAl represents a significant
improvement over the more hard-coded approaches for identifying causal relationships expressed in text
(Dunietz 2018) , and provides a more detailed, section-by-section coding which relies
less on using Al as a black box to identify themes for initial coding (Jalali & Akhavan 2024) or to identify
a global map (Graham 2023).
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